
The SkillsUSA Championship is 
the showcase for the best career 
and technical students in the na-
tion. Contests began locally and 
continue through the state and 
national levels. Pete McCoy from 
Massabesic is representing San-
ford Regional Technical Center in 
Early Childhood at the National 
Championship. Ineliz Rijo will 
also be attending The SkillsUSA 
National Conference as a delegate 
representing the State of Maine 
officer team. 

  
Wish them luck in their journey 
to The SkillsUSA National Con-
ference, which is held in Kansas 
City, Missouri from 
June 22 to 29, 2013.

Timothy Fecteau
Residential Wiring Instructor
SkillsUSA Advisor

Sanford Regional Technical Center

        MarshwoodTRAIP          NOBLE  

Editors: Megan Henderson and Samantha Kruse
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News from Pre-Engineering & Robotics
The year has passed by very quickly and we 
have accomplished much.  This year we have 
made great strides to align with the newly 
adopted state of Maine Pre-Engineering cur-
riculum standards, adding units of study in 
thermodynamics, statics and strength of mate-
rials.  We have continued with our FRC Robot-
ics participation with Team 3451 competing at 
the Pine Tree Regional competition in Lewis-
ton.  Team 3451 appreciates all our sponsors 
and the programs at SRTC that supported us 
this season; thank you!  As is the tradition for 
our second year students, fourth quarter has 
provided the opportunity for students to apply 
their engineering skills on a “Senior Project” 
of their own.  This year the projects included:

	 •			Automatic	Frisbee	Thrower
	 •			Motorizing	a	Bicycle
	 •			Construction	of	a	trebuchet
	 •			Electric	conversion	of	a	4	wheeler
	 •			Design	and	build	an	automated		 	
	 	 chicken	coop	door
	 •			Design	and	build	a	closed	loop	egg			
	 	 incubator	system

I wish to express many thanks to everyone 
who has helped to make my first year at SRTC 
such a positive experience.  Next year will be 
even better.

Brent Sirois 
Pre-Engineering & Robotics Instructor

Really,
It Takes a Team !

 I would like to take you on 
a secret tour of Sanford Region-
al Technical Center.  The public 
tours that most people take will 
show you the many classrooms 
with their rows of desks. Depend-
ing on the time of day there may 
be students in those chairs re-
ceiving a lecture or demo of what 
they are to be doing in the ad-
joining lab in a few minutes.  The 
public tour also shows off some 
of the really cool equipment lo-
cated in these various labs for use 
by these young students eager to 
hone their skills for that future 
career they have chosen.
 To join me on this behind 
the scenes tour we will need to 
follow any one of several projects 
from concept to final production.  
These projects are often referred 
to as “Senior Projects” as the first 
year students are busy with the 
dozens (or hundreds) of instruc-
tor assigned tasks to build all of 
the basic skills needed to be suc-
cessful in their second year.

(Continued on page 3)



_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Photo Shop
1. Megan Henderson
2. Samantha Kruse

3. Johnna Cote
4. Kristin Lambert

5. Chris Horton
HM. Mia Lewis

HM. Brooke Gebhardt
HM. Chelsea Flood
HM. Rosetta Kong

Places
1. Samantha Kruse

2. Megan Henderson
3. Megan Henderson
4. Brooke Gebhardt

5. Chelsea Flood
HM. Ericha Bombaro
HM. Emily Adamczyk

People
1. Jenna Dame

2. Brooke Gebhardt
3. Ashley Cox
4. Mia Lewis

5. Megan Henderson
HM. Jessica Duckworth

HM. Regan Adams
HM. Madison Farrer

Things
1. Megan Henderson
2. Kaitlyn Bergeron
3. Samantha Kruse

4. Ashley Cox
5. Ericha Bombaro

HM. Brooke Gebhardt
HM. Samantha Kruse

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
Winners Winners

WinnersGraphic Arts

       Graphic Arts I

 Portfolios
 1. Chelsea Flood 
 2. Ashley Cox
 3. Brooke Gebhardt

Best of Show Portfolio
Kristin Lambert  

       Graphic Arts II

 Portfolios   
 1. Rosetta Kong
 2. Kylie Johnson
 3. Heather Cole

Kristin Lambert  Chelsea Flood  Rosetta Kong
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Best Portfolio Annual Contest - 2013

Graphic Arts Program 
Photography Contest  2013



(from page 1)
 A group project that is very well known to the gen-
eral public is the robot built during a six week window. All 
design, parts selection, prototyping, manufacturing and 
testing are completed during this short window of time to 
ensure a level playing field for all competing teams nation-
wide.  Many of the fixtures begin with simple sketches or 
full CAD drawings before being cut out of wood for initial 
fit and function testing, then fabricated as a working pro-
totype in the Welding shop or machined out of any one of 
many materials available in the Precision Machining shop.  
The robot always needs some cool graphics, logos, and of 
course the mandatory team ID and numbers for judging 
purposes and silk screened shirts for all team members, 
which all come from the Digital Design & Graphic Arts 
classes.  A robot that often makes public appearances needs 
multiple photo sessions and video clips for its marketing.
 A recent project that began as a simple request to 
have an automated door that would put the chickens away 
after dark involved seven different shops within the tech 
center.  The motorized door sits in a wooden frame for 
easy attachment to your chicken coop. It utilizes an elec-
tric window motor from a late model vehicle and a small 
amount of welding and machining to fit the motor and its 
drive assemblies. The project also includes timing circuits 
and limit switches to properly control the unit as well as a 
computer printer power supply to provide power.
 Last week as a senior was preparing to depart on 
her last day at SRTC she stopped by to say “Thank You” to 
all the teachers who allowed her to solicit help from their 
respective shops.  Her project, like many others, required 
parts and materials that were not readily available in her 
classroom.  In turning to the many shops in the tech center 
she was able to build a working prototype with aspirations 
of developing this senior project into a marketable prod-
uct.
 So what is SRTC?  A state-of-the-art educational  
facility for unique one-of-a-kind designs?  A high tech re-
search & design facility?  A great learning opportunity for 
any student who takes advantage of its offerings!
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SRTC Students Enjoying
a Field Day of 

Teamwork Building
and Good Food!
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